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orthodox Darwinism of Darwin's followers, for, in its application to this case, the scheme becomes utter nonsense. This cannot be too often emphasised, and none of the other refutations of Darwinism equal in drastic incisiveness that based upon the facts of regeneration.
Concerning the Law of the Conservation of Energy, it was not realised that it was only the law of causality interpreted quantitatively.
But the discovery of the delicate structure of microscopic organisms played the investigators exactly the same trick as had their former ignorance. Formerly much had been accounted for as the operation of an ultimate law of life, simply because it was not known that there were very many complications of a mechanical kind which would have to be accounted for before any general explanation was attempted. Now, because a few things were really understood on account of the delicate structures having been recognised, it was thought that everything must be comprehensible on the same grounds. This, however, readily opened the doors to a dogmatic mechanical theory.
The effects of the general conditions which we have described varied considerably in the different branches of Biology. Botany allowed itself to be the least influenced ; it has preserved its continuity, and on the whole even in this time of depression remained a science. In the sphere of animal life, in Physiology proper, the doctrine of the functions did occasionally break loose and wander into blind alleys, but never actually degenerated. The thorough training of its representatives, together